CHARLES   FROHMAN

Saturday morning Charles Frohrnan had never heard
of the play. That afternoon the manuscript was put
into his hands and he read it. A messenger was sent
off post-haste to find the author. In the mean time
Frohman engaged W, H. Thompson, Gail Kane, and a
notable group of players for the cast, and gave orders for
the construction of the scenery. Late that afternoon
Mr. Forman called on Charles, whom he had never
met. Without any further ado the manager said to
the playwright-author:

"I am going to produce your play. We have nothing
to discuss. A manager often discusses at great length
the play that he does not intend to produce. Therefore
all that I have to tell you is that your play is accepted.
I have already engaged the chief actors needed, and the
scenery was ordered two hours ago. I am glad to pro-
duce a play on this timely subject, but I am especially
glad that it is an American who wrote it."

Charles was greatly interested in "The Hyphen."
It was American to the core; it flouted treachery to the
country of adoption; it appealed to his big sense of
patriotism. He felt, with all the large enthusiasm of
his nature, that he was doing a distinct national service
. in producing the piece. He personally supervised every
rehearsal. He talked glowingly to his friends about it,
At fifty-five he displayed the same bubbling optimism
with regard to it that he had shown about his first inde-
pendent venture.

Now began the last of the chain of dramatic events
which ended in death. As soon as "The Hyphen" was
announced, Frohman began to get threatening letters
warning him that it would be a mistake to produce so
sensational a play in the midst of such an acute inter-
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